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1. Title of the Event/Activity/program The Understanding Tribal Life, Culture and 

Eco-Spiritualism 

2. Date and Time  09 August 2024 10.30am 

3. Mode of conduct (Physical/Online) Physical 

4. School/ Directorate/ Section DDKSSSBS 

5. Collaborating Agency/School/Directorate 

 

Manohar Parrikar School of Law, Governance 

and Public Policy,  

Directorate of Equal Opportunities and SC/ST 

6. Detail of the Resource Person (Brief 

biodata) 

Mr. Rajendra Kerkar, Environmentalist 

Dr. Mahesh Verelekar, BAMS, M.D.  

7. Number of Participants 139 

8. The objectives of the 

Program/activity/event 

1. To raise awareness of the rights of 

indigenous peoples and the importance 

of supporting these rights through 

discussions and advocacy activities. 

2. To increase students' knowledge about 

Indigenous cultures, histories, and 

contemporary issues 

3. To emphasize the importance of 

inclusivity and diversity within 



 

educational institutions and society. 

4. To encourage students to undertake 

research on indigenous culture and 

contemporary issues. 

8. Description of the Program/activity/event The talk ‘Understanding Tribal Life, Culture 

and Eco-spiritualism was conducted to 

commemorate The International Day of the 

World's Indigenous Peoples, observed annually 

on August 09. This International Day of the 

World’s Indigenous Peoples 2024 focuses on 

‘Protecting the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 

Voluntary Isolation and Initial Contact’. 

The program began with a ceremonial lamp 

lighting by the Honorable Vice-Chancellor, 

Senior Professor Harilal B. Menon, 

accompanied by Professor Ganesha Somayaji, 

Dean of DDKSSSBS, Professor Rajendra Gad, 

Dean of MPS, Professor Bernard Rodrigues, 

Dean of SBSB, and Dr. Maria Norma Menezes, 

DEOC.  

Professor Ganesha Somayaji welcomed the 

gathering, and the Honorable Vice-Chancellor, 

Senior Professor Harilal B. Menon, delivered 

the presidential speech. Dr. Vijay Gawas, the 

event coordinator, expressed gratitude in the 

vote of thanks.  

The panel sessions commenced at 11:45 a.m. 

with Dr. Arvind Haldankar, Associate Professor 

of Sociology, moderating the session. Dr. 

Mahesh Verlekar opened with a talk on "Tribal 

Rights, Culture, and Eco-Spiritualism," 

highlighting tribal rights and contemporary 

issues. Mr. Rajendra Kerkar, a Goan 

environmentalist, delivered a presentation on 

tribal societies in Goa, offering insights into the 

various facets of human-nature relationships. 

The program ended with a vote of thanks 

9. Benefit/Key outcomes of the 

Program/activity/event 

The talk raised awareness among participants 

about the cultures, rights, and issues faced by 

indigenous communities.  

The event provided an educational platform for 

sharing knowledge about Indigenous peoples' 

contributions to society, including 

environmental conservation, traditional 

medicine, and sustainable living practices.  

The event will create interest in further research 

on indigenous topics, encouraging participants 

to explore these areas in greater depth. 















 

 

 

Photographs of Talk ‘Understanding Tribal Life, Culture and Eco-Spiritualism on the 

occasion of ‘International Day for the World’s Indigenous Peoples’ organised on 09 August 

2024 
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