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Goa University 

D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioral Studies 

Social Work Programme 

Report on Guest Lecture on "Advancing Health Equity and Justice: 
Challenges and Opportunities" 

 

1. Title of the Event Guest Lecture on "Advancing Health Equity 
and Justice: Challenges and Opportunities" 

2. Date and Time  16th August 2024 | 9:45 AM to 11:15 AM 

3. Mode of Conduct Physical 

4. School / Directorate/ Section D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and 
Behavioural Studies, Social Work Programme 

5. Collaborating Agency None 

6. Detail of the Resource Person 
(Brief biodata) 

Adv. Runjun Dutta: A lawyer specializing in 
health access and human rights laws with over 
15 years of experience. Adv. Dutta is currently 
affiliated with an international non-profit 
organization, where she passionately 
advocates for health equity and justice, 
particularly for marginalized communities in 
lower-middle-income countries. Her work is 
instrumental in driving policy reforms, leading 
legal challenges against the prohibitive costs 
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of life-saving medicines, and pushing for 
patent law reforms that prioritize public health 
over corporate profit.  
 
In addition to her legal expertise, she is trained 
in Human Resource Management and is a 
CPD-certified trainer in Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) and the Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment of Women at the Workplace 
(PoSH Act 2013). 

7. Number of Faculty 
attended/participated 

4 

8. Number of Student Attended / 
Participated 

32 

9. No. of external 
students/faculty/other participants 

 

10. Objectives of the Event 1. To provide social work students and 
faculty with an in-depth understanding 
of the challenges and opportunities in 
advancing health equity and justice. 

2. To explore the intersection of 
healthcare, social justice, and advocacy, 
with a focus on the impact of 
pharmaceutical industry policies on 
public health. 

3. To equip participants with actionable 
strategies for advocacy in addressing 
systemic inequities in healthcare. 

11. Description of the Event The D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences 
and Behavioural Studies organized a guest 
lecture on 16th August 2024, focusing on 
"Advancing Health Equity and Justice: 
Challenges and Opportunities." The event 
featured Adv. Runjun Dutta, a renowned 
lawyer and expert in health access and human 
rights laws. 
 
The lecture began with an introduction by 
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Peter F. Borges, Coordinator of the Social 
Work Programme, who highlighted the 
importance of addressing health inequities and 
the role of social work in advocating for 
vulnerable populations. 
 
Adv. Dutta delivered an engaging and 
insightful lecture, where she provided a 
comprehensive analysis of the barriers faced 
by marginalized communities in accessing 
healthcare. She discussed the significant 
influence of pharmaceutical industry policies, 
such as pricing and patent laws, which often 
hinder access to life-saving medicines. Adv. 
Dutta emphasized the need for policy reforms 
that prioritize public health over corporate 
profits and provided practical strategies for 
advocacy, inspiring participants to take active 
roles in challenging these systemic inequities. 
 
Following the lecture, an interactive Q&A 
session was held, allowing participants to 
engage directly with Adv. Dutta and delve 
deeper into the issues discussed. The event 
concluded with the presentation of a memento 
to Adv. Dutta, in appreciation of her 
contribution to the field of health equity and 
justice. 

12. Benefit/Key Outcomes of the 
Event 

 Enhanced Awareness: The lecture 
provided participants with a deeper 
understanding of health equity and the 
challenges in achieving it, particularly 
in relation to the pharmaceutical 
industry. 

 Actionable Advocacy Strategies: 
Participants were equipped with 
practical tools and strategies to 
advocate for systemic change in 
healthcare policies. 

 Engagement and Inspiration: The 
event fostered a sense of responsibility 
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