Prof Savita Kerkar, Senior Professor of Biotechnology
and Dean, School of Biological Sciences and
Biotechnology conferred with the Goa State Biodiversity
Conservation Award on 23 May 2023 for the
Magnanimous Research over 33 years on the Biodiversity
of Saltpan bacteria of Goa and the natural salt and their
various biotechnological applications.
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The Goa State Biodiversity Board proudly honaurs you for magnanimous research of over 33 years of endeavours on the
biodiversity of Marine Actinomycetes, associated with Saltpans in Goa. Your research gives additional value to .sameu'ra':.ag
we ook for granted and are now on the verge of losing an exceptional nutritional ingredient from our Goan diet, if not for
your long-term vision. Your efforts are even more praiseworthy for giving our fumble Goan Saltpan bacteria international
recognition, as an alternative sustainable fish feed to promote fuman fiealth ameng poor local populations consuming fanmed
carp and Tilapia fish in India and Africa. Your pioneering research on the Rifandar and Agarwada saltpan bacteria
increased the yield and survival of shrimp when threatened by a pathogenic menace in aquaculture and that they coulld be
used as a Gioremediate to mop up excess concentrations of toxic lead and femic fons int the environment. When our chilly
plants were fit with a fungal pathogen, your isolated falbtolevant bacteria from Batim, Agarwada and Ribandar salt pains
were used as an effective biocontrol agent and (fgwise as an antifungal agent in increasing the sfelf-life of mushirooms. You
fiave also shown that these saltpan bacteria can improve the quality of Kfiazan soils by formulating an inexpensive and eco-
friendly Biofertifizer. You fiave also carefully demonstrated the potential of producing new antibiotics from the Goan
Saltpan actinomycetes proving them to be valuable and inculcating the importance of conserving the saltpan regions in Goa.
Alongside your active invofvement in scientific research, you paved your path in the fighly dignified profession of teaching at
Goa University, and not just in Goa, but in the SMR Manitime University of our neighbouring country, Bangladesh, thus
opening diplomatic relations in scientific endeavours. We also feel happy to confer this awend on a Veteran Indian Arctic
Expedition member giving the title of this award even more weightage with your past fonours and credits.
As an esteemed member of various committees of the Goa Coastal Zone Management Authonity, Goa SEAC, Goa State
Polfution Controf Board and the Goa State Biodiversity Board, you fave selflesslty devoted to promoting the repair of the
bunds and sluice gates to help protect the saltpans in Goa, thus bringing back, the traditional occupation of salt production
in Goa with its additional benefits previously unkpoun to most of us. Hence Goa State Biodiversity Board is profoundly
fappy to awand you with the prestigious “Goa State Biodiversity Conservation Award” for the year 2023 in the Applied
Biodiversity Research category. ABDIVES,

%

Member Secretary, Goa State Biodiversity Board: Head of the Nodal Agency, Goa State Wetland Autfiority;
Nodal Officer, Goa SCOC, SLSC for NAFCC; Member, Environment Protection Council:
Member, State Cevel Advisory Committee on Soltd Waste Management, oD GUWMC
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