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Preface 
 
The Forum for Information Retrieval and Evaluation (FIRE) 2023 was held in Goa University, 
Goa, India. This was the 15th edition of FIRE. The peer-reviewed conference track at the Forum 
has now continued for the ninth time this year. This year we made an attempt to broaden the 
scope of the peer reviewed conference track beyond that of information retrieval to include more 
general topics on text processing, knowledge management and recommender systems. The 
conference track in FIRE exhibited a fair overlap with the ACM SIGIR conference (and other IR 
conferences) only, this year we expected to extend this overlap with the research topics of other 
conferences such as ACL, AAAI etc. 
 
Moreover, this year we accommodated the provision of submitting papers with a variable content 
length, ranging from 2 to 9 pages (without the bibliography), extended abstracts, and resource & 
demo paper. The rationale behind this decision was to make it convenient for the authors to 
possibly recycle content from other conferences without spending significant efforts in 
compressing or extending the content to fit a given page limit. This year FIRE has started the 
doctoral consortium to enable an interaction between PhD students and senior researchers which 
provides a fillip to the research of the PhD students. Further FIRE has started the Industry track 
which acted as a bridge between academia and industry and provided an exposure to the 
participants on the research problems of the industry. Finally, FIRE has also started the Tutorial 
track to provide the participants with access to understanding cutting edge concepts in the field 
of IR and NLP 
 
This year the conference track had 23 submissions – 16 regular papers, 4 resource & demo 
papers, 3 extended abstracts. Based on the reviews, we have accepted 7 regular papers, 3 
resource & demo papers and 1 extended abstract to be presented during the conference track, 
which makes the overall acceptance rate around 48%. The doctoral consortium had 9 
submissions, industry day track had 3 submissions and tutorial track had 4 submissions. In all 
these tracks all the submission were accepted and thus had an overall acceptance rate of 100%. 
 
We, as the organizers, consider ourselves to be very fortunate as many prominent and active 
researchers who are a part of the SIGIR program committee kindly agreed to review papers of all 
the tracks in FIRE 2023. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the reviewers for 
submitting reviews on time despite their very busy schedule. We hope that the authors found the 
reviews constructive and helpful. 
 
Finally, a big thanks to our sponsors ACM SIGIR, Department of Higher Education - Govt. Of 
Goa and AI4ICPS – IIT Kharagpur for sponsoring the event and ACM ICPS for publishing the 
proceedings. We positively hope to continue this event next year as well. 
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