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10. The otrjectives of the
Pro gram/activitylevent

The objectivc of thc Programme was to inculcate in thc students

an awareness and appreciation of the lnelian seientists from the

mid-1900s who overcame many obstacles in their path, forged

ahead and contributed to science. This was the third activity in
thrs series 'Celebrating Pioneers in lnnovation and Science' and

celebrated the lif'e and achievements of Har Gobind Khorana,

also known as the 'Chemist who Unravelled the Genetic Code'.

I l. Description of the
P ro gram/activity/event

The programme was organized by the Discipline of J\4arine

Microbiology, SEOAS. It consisted of 2 par-ts. First. a quiz about

the life and times of Har Cobind Khorana and Nobel latreates

linked to lndia, for the M.Sc. Marine Microbiology Part I

students, conducted by Dr. Priya M. D'Costa, the Programme

Co-ordinator, on 7'h January 2025. Secotrd, an invited talk on the

topic "Xylanases from Marine Bacteria: Bridging Marine
Brology and Molecular Biology to Unlock Their Potential", by

Dr. Rakhee Sinai Khandeparkar, Principal Scientist at the CSIR-
National Institute of Oceanography, rn'as held on 9'h January

202-5, the birth anniversary of Har Gobind Khorana. After the

talk, Dr. Rakhee Khandeparker distributed prtzes to the first,
second and third place winners of the quiz.

12. Benefit/Key outcomes
of the
Pro gram/activity/event

The students gained awareness about the conditions in which
lndian scientists conducted their research and progressed in their
scientific careers, in the mid-1900s. They also leamed about the

contributions of Indian Nobel laureates to science. The life and

legacy of I)r. Har Gobind Khorana served as a source of
inspiration to ouL students.

L3. Enclosures with rePort Brochure, Notice, Geo-tag photos, Attendance of
students/faculty/extemal participants, Bio Data of resource

person (if applicable), Any other infotmation.
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Har Gobind Khorana: 
The CHEMIST WHO UNRavelled the

genetic code
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Bridging Marine Biology and Molecular

Biology to Unlock Their Potential

and an Invited Talk

as part of the Series

9th January 2025, 4 pm.
Venue: VRPP Hall, Block D.

is commemorating the life and achievements of

with a Quiz



 

Fig. 1. Dr. Priya D'Costa conducting the Quiz competition. 

 

 

Fig. 2. Dr. Rakhee Khandeparker delivering her talk. 



 

Fig. 3. Dr. Rakhee Khandparker distributing the prizes to the 1st place winners of the quiz 

competition (Shivam Kadam and Vasant Govekar). 

 

Fig. 4. Dr. Varada S. Damare, the Programme Director – Marine Microbiology, presenting a 

potted plant to the resource person. 



 

Fig. 5. Group photograph at the end of the talk. 

 



Attendance Sheet
talk

Xylanases from Marine Bacteria: Bridging Marine Biology and Molecular Biology to Unlock
Their Potential{Resource person: Dr. Rakhee sinai Khandeparker)

as part of the Series
Celebrating Pioneers in lnnovation and Science

Har Gobind Khorana: the Chemist who Unravelled the Genetic Code
Organized by the Discipline of Marine Microbiology, School of Earth, Ocean and

Atmospheric Sciences, Goa University.
9th January 2025 ,4 p.m. onwards

Venue : VRPP Hall, Block D

Sr. No.
Name of the Faculty/ Research Scholar/

Students Programrne Signature

\
'\ zri 'taus f.. .Y Cx ZL(ela

d Q^vin a- -{- Jil,\,-av
PTaTcI

rl #w
<, K o/l-1O z-),*\Br(.J t1- W

Lz^n-u-dahi FT
9

L, vt 1( @P*
5, \ avsv.asla N,-?K t, U'u:k
6 1t ..-t &anrt. hon- ft %,W'**

q 9o,,:.h* ! 9,l{.^rk { frcrnne Hi q^{p;,c|cA1 -&\atvet
B" SttSctn nc{- Sc"r.rr P 

*:l C l'lsc' Narin e Nrcroho$ r &++=
1 tl ^lli^., 0.rr*r.1";

v r}h' kkT J,h
r0. frrd* .t fi),ann4t,

\ a"^_r\+ j"
14 5c. llnil,iu r,4*rwlnultqu

4P*
ll, Sc^-u^ro.' h" [^-t"e--.t

tl <1

t1 6*:s
tt- &b^ t 

1 81l,*;\IoJ*i'^) rt @*e-
\3 \aor.e\.o,^Dwc_\* R . .E

tL{ Les\^"', R L.:'!\i Vrcutr ll
,*

47'
rt ACu,,+*sL S q".ol*- t\

'l

f"Ltc, \-lrr-r ne,^ Yl!'cx,

A,



Attendance Sheet
lnvited talk
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Appendix A: Brief Biodata of Dr. Rakhee Khandeparker (the resource person) 

Dr. Rakhee Khandeparker is a Principal Scientist in the Biological Oceanography Division at the 

National Institute of Oceanography (NIO), Goa, India. She completed her PhD in Microbiology from 

Goa University in 2005 and joined CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) as a scientist in June 

2008. Her research focuses on marine biology and oceanography, with significant contributions to 

marine microbiology and biotechnology. She has made significant advancements in utilizing marine 

bacteria to develop environmentally friendly solutions in various sectors. In the pulp and paper 

industry, her work has contributed to more sustainable processes by employing enzymes from 

extremophilic microbes to improve efficiency and reduce chemical usage. Additionally, her research 

has played a crucial role in the development of bioplastics, leveraging unique properties of marine 

bacteria to create biodegradable alternatives to conventional plastics. She holds three patents, each 

highlighting the innovative applications of marine bacteria in these industries. 


