
Discipline of History 

D. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies 

Guest Lecture by Dr. Pankaj Kumar Jha 

The Discipline of History, D. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural 

Studies, Goa University organised a guest lecture on "Writing a Research Paper: Do's Don'ts 

and Challenges" by Dr. Pankaj Kumar Jha (Associate Professor of History, Lady Shri Ram 
College for Women, University of Delhi) on Friday, 31st January 2025 at 10:00 a.m. in 

Conference Hall, Administrative Building. 

The session began with a formal welcome and introduction of Dr. Jha by Dr. Parag D. 
Parobo, Coordinator of guest lecture and Vice-Dean (Academic) D. D. Kosambi School of 

Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies. Dr. Jha began his lively session by examining what 

is academic research and how is it different from other kinds of research? He elucidated a 

step-by-step approach right from choosing a topic, defining a theme and doing research. The 
critical part of the research writing is reading in one's area of interest and to keep on 

becoming specific as one reads. The next step is to locate sources and contextualise them 

try and find a pattern, which might not become apparent immediately. While engaging with 
sources, one should be sensitive to the genre of the source, mind the difference between a fact 

and truth and watch out for patterns in information. It is important to make an argument that 
has to be substantiated and should be tentative, not a claim to absolute truth. Dr. Singh 

focused on preserving originality while writing the structure. 

Through insightful examples and jolly anecdotes, Dr. Jha warned the students against taking 
research for granted, and advised them to be sensitive to the methodology in order to become 
an efficient researcher. The lecture was followed by an engaging question-answer session that 
saw participation from students and faculty members. The lecture was attended by 116 

participants (postgraduate students, doctoral rescarch scholars and faculty members) from the 
disciplines of History, Sociology, Political Science and English. The session ended with a 
vote of thanks by Mr. Vinod Kankonkar, Programme Director and Assistant Professor of 
History. of Socia/ SCiences 
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