Report on

Academic and Cultural Exchange Tour
by
EBSB delegation of Goa University to Ranchi University, Jharkhand
from

16" February 2025 to 20" February 2025

The Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat initiative aims to foster cultural
understanding and national integration by promoting interaction between
students and faculty from different regions of India. This report details the
activities and experiences of the cultural exchange program held between Goa
University and Ranchi University from February 17th to 19th, 2025. The
program provided a valuable opportunity for participants to immerse
themselves in the rich cultural heritage of Jharkhand and establish

connections with their peers and counterparts at Ranchi University.

On February 16t the Goa University delegation, comprising its convenor Dr.
Walter Menezes, faculty colleagues Dr. Chinmay M. Ghaisas and Smt. Sweta
Govekar and six other students arrived at Bhgawan Birsa Munda Airport and
were accorded a grand welcome by the EBSB delegates of Ranchi University.
Upon reaching the Ranchi University Guest House, the Goa University
delegation met the stakeholders of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative from
Ranchi University and had a brief discussion regarding the three-day

academic and cultural exchange program.

On 17th February 2025, the first day of the academic exchange program, the
Goa University delegation was presented with a formal welcome at the Ranchi
University campus, wherein the students of Ranchi University welcomed the
guests with the tribal dance and music accompanied with traditional folk
songs and escorted the dignitaries towards the IQAC conference room. The
senior administrative officers of Ranchi University, along with heads of
different departments, deans of various faculties, and other faculty members,

presented a ceremonial welcome to the Goa University delegation. Dr. Smriti
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Singh, the EBSB coordinator at Ranchi University and Chairperson for Indian
Knowledge System, officially welcomed the Goa University delegation. Dr.
Walter Menezes, Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Convenor for Goa University
and Chairperson of Indian Knowledge System at Goa University presented a
paper titled, “Civic Nationalism: Investigating the Political Philosophy of
Sardar V. Patel” emphasizing how Sardar Patel envisaged an Indian Secular
State that has become the beacon of light to the country reaching to its present
moment. Dr. Chinmay Madhu Ghaisas also spoke on the occasion in line with
the theme of the academic tour and also presented a brief documentary
regarding Goa University. Other senior administrative officials of Ranchi
University spoke on the occasion, thereby providing brief information
regarding various activities and initiatives undertaken by the Ranchi
University. Various presentations and documentaries were showcased, which
gave a deep insight into various aspects of the academic, cultural, and

administrative systems of Ranchi University.

Following the formal welcome session, Goa University delegation visited
various academic departments of Ranchi University like that of English, Hindi,
History and Tribal Studies, thereby held discussions with the faculty members
of respective departments, exploring ideas of academic and cultural co-
operations between the two partner Universities in particular and the two
partner states in general. The most exciting of these visits to the department
was the comfort of infrastructure and facilities including sick rest rooms,
computer labs, and huge libraries within each department. The visits to
departments was complemented by visits to the History Museum and the
Tribal Museum, providing valuable insights into the region’s past and cultural
heritage. Later, the same evening, the delegation visited the local places of
importance like Kanke Dam and Tagore Hill, the Trade Fair and the Aryabhatt

Auditorium.

On 18tk February 2025, the second day, the Goa University delegation met
Shri. Santosh Kumar Gangwar, the Honourable Governor of Jharkhand as
well as the Honourable Chancellor of Ranchi University, at the Raj Bhavan in

Ranchi. His Excellency cordially welcomed the Goa University delegation &
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held a long discussion with the members of Goa University and Ranchi
University on various aspects of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative. He
applauded the contribution of various members from both universities for
their contribution to this initiative. His Excellency honoured the members of

both universities with traditional Jharkhand shawls and memorabilia.

Following the visit to Raj Bhavan, the Goa University delegation headed
towards the Aryabhatta auditorium of Ranchi University, where team
members from both the universities presented a detailed cultural event that
showcased the cultural & social aspects of both the partner states. Goa
University cultural event team, presented a Drama-Dance-Singing program
based on the theme 'Goa Through The Ages', took the Ranchi University staff
and students on a historical tour of the state of Goa. The Goa University
students and faculty presented various folk and cultural dances like fugdi,
dhalo, mando along with a presentation by faculty member Dr. Chinmay
Madhu Ghaisas in the form of Naandi from Marathi musical play, all
incorporated in the form of a drama consisting of & presented through the
means of two key characters Parshuram and Narada. The cultural
presentation by the Goa University team ended on a sweet note wherein the
audience was presented with traditional Goan sweet 'khaaje' as a token of
sweetness from Goan land. Ranchi University staff, faculty, and students
applauded the cultural presentations by the Goa University delegation on

various unseen and unheard aspects of Goa's history and culture.

Later, the same evening, the Goa University team visited the tribal museum
in Ranchi. The museum was very much instrumental to understanding the
rich tribal heritage of Jharkhand and showcased various social, demographic

aspects along with the culture, tradition, and social life of the state.

On 19th February 2025, on the third and the final day of the academic
exchange tour marked visits to various places of historical and social
importance like Ulihatu, the birthplace of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, Rani
waterfall, and Dombari Buru, along with visit on the way to a traditional village

of Jharkhand, which showcased the rural life of the state. The GU team had
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the opportunity to interact with the head of one of the villages and could
understand the various issues about rural life in Jharkhand. The interaction
with the lady sarpanch fighting against opium cultivation was particularly
inspiring. Exploring tribal villages, meeting the village mukhiya, and visiting
Dombari Buru, a site of British-era massacres, added to the historical depth
of the visit. Also helped us to understand the both sides of Jharkhand rural

as well as urban.

The final day ended with the valedictory session wherein the Goa University
delegation met Prof. Ajit Kumar Sinha, the Honourable Vice-Chancellor of
Ranchi University. The VC of Ranchi University held an elaborate and brief
discussion with Goa University delegation and discussed various ideas of
mutual collaboration and cooperation between the two universities and the
two partner states at large. The VC of Ranchi University felicitated the
members of the Goa University delegation and appealed to visit the university
as well as the state of Jharkhand again in the near future to take this initiative
and cooperation ahead. The faculty members of Goa University delegation
presented their views and shared their experience on this academic exchange
tour, and in return, invited the Ranchi University delegation for a similar
academic exchange tour to Goa University and the Goa state. At the end the
farewell dinner at Kaveri Restaurant with Ranchi University faculty members
provided a fitting end to the program. Upon successful completion of the
academic and cultural exchange tour, the Goa University delegation returned

to Goa late on the night on 20th February 2025.

The exchange program was a resounding success, achieving its objectives and
providing participants with a rich and memorable experience. The program
fostered a deep appreciation for the cultural diversity of India, particularly the
unique traditions and histories of Jharkhand. The interactions with students,
faculty, and community members at Ranchi University created lasting
connections and opened avenues for future collaborations. The visits to
historical sites, museums, and tribal villages provided firsthand exposure to
the region's heritage and contemporary challenges. The delegates also agreed

that Kanchi Radio in the campus of Ranchi University is one more best
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practices of the university wherein all learnings and innovations of Ranchi
University were directly telecasted from its Radio Station. The program also
facilitated a better understanding of the Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat initiative
and its importance in promoting national integration. The Goa University
delegation is greatly thankful for the encouragement and generous support
received from Sr. Prof. Harilal B. Menon, the Honourable Vice-Chancellor of
Goa University, Registrar Prof. Sundar Dhuri, RUSA Chairperson Prof.
Vidhyadatt Verenkar along with the administrative staff of Goa University for
their support and cooperation in the overall organisation and execution of this

academic & cultural exchange tour.

Arrival Day, 16th Feb. 2025
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Representatives of Goa University welcomed by Jitendra Sharma and Jitendar

Sharma at Ranchi University
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Welcome at the Guest House by Dr. Smriti Singh, Coordinator, EBSB, Ranchi

University




Visit to the Rock Garden of Ranchi in the Evening of 16t Feb., 2025
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Day 1: 17th Feb., 2025
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Grand formal Welcome by Students of Ranchi University with traditional

dance, singing & music
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Formal welcome session with all faculties of Ranchi University
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Paper presented by Dr. Walter Menezes on “Civil Nationalism: The Political

Philosophy of Sardar V. Patel. | the inspiration behind EBSB]

|
\\ J ;*

+ 9

AT AT
s :

o3 e
g 3 { I
i i n));‘ _QGPS Map Camera

\ Ranchi, Jharkhand, India o
98gf+4xr, Ranchi, Jharkhand 834008, India ‘
| Lat 23.387863° Long 85.324774°
17/02/2025 12:52 PM GMT +05:30

LA

5 £y
Google,
P LN .

An educational visit to the yoga Department
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A visit to the department of Humanities and their Libraries
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A visit to the department of Hindi and academic discussions
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Interactions with the students of Department of English



A very warm welcome at the department of History.
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Seminar at the department of History about the history, archaeology, culture and
traditions of Jharkhand and Goa, both similarities and differences were addressed
and

celebrated.
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Visit to the Tagore Hills
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Meeting with the honourable Governor of Jharkhand
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The EBSB delegation from Goa University presented His Excellency, the

Governor of the State, with a memento from Goa University

All performers of Ranchi University and Goa University
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Presenting the Goan Culture in front of Ranchi University
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Visit to the best practices of Ranchi University, which can be implemented in
Goa University:-Radio Kanchi- A radio channel completely run by the

University and it students.
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Visit to the Birsa Munda Fun Park, and Birsa Munda Jal Park where Birsa

Munda took his last breath.
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Bhagwan Birsa Munda memorial at the Birsa Munda Jail Park
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Day 3- 19 Feb. 2025

An Visit to the Birth Place of Birsa Munda
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An Interactive session with the grandson of Birsa Munda

The house of Birsa Munda, and below is the memorial of Birsa Munda near his village
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Visit to a tribal Village meeting with the Mukhya (sarpanch) of the Village
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An Heritage Adivasi house of 150 Years
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Visit to the Sombari Buru Memorial Built in the memory of the tribal massacred by Britishers in their sleep.

A Visit to the famous waterfall of Jharkhand
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Valedictory Meeting with the honourable Vice Chancellor of Ranchi University, Jharkhand
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All students and faculty of Goa Uni\}ersity with mementos awarded to them by the honourable Vice
Chancellor of Ranchi University, Jharkhand
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All articles Published in Jharkhand News Papers on the EBSB Exchange programme between the two
premier Universities of Goa and Jharkhand.
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Prepared By EBSB Delegates from Goa University to Ranchi University (2024-25):
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Dr. Walter Menezes (Convenor)
Dr. Chinmay M. Ghaisas

Smt. Sweta Govekar

Shri. Akash S. N. Salgaonkar
Kum. Antara Kerkar

Kum. Khushboo Chari

Kum. Bhargavi Pednekar

Kum. Ranjana Velip
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Kum. Divya Sharma
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