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Goa University 

Directorate of Visiting Research Professor Programme  

& 

Dhempe College of Arts & Science, Miramar 

Report on Public Lecture  

1. Title of the 

Event/Activity/program 

Public lecture by Prof. Anvita Abbi (Padma 

Shree) on Topic:   Endangered Languages 

of India: An Assessment by UNESCO 

2. Date and Time  22nd January 2025 11:00 am to 12:30 pm  

3. Mode of conduct 

(Physical/Online) 

Physical  

  

4. School/ Directorate/ Section Directorate of Visiting Research Professor 

Programme 
 

6. Detail of the Resource Person 

(Brief biodata) 

 Enclosed  

7. Number of Faculty 

attended/participated 

4 

8. Number of Student attended / 

participated 

127 

9. No. of external 

students/faculty/other participants 

5 

10. The objectives of the 

Program/activity/event 

The primary objectives of the event were to: 

1) create awareness regarding language 

vitality and parameters of 

endangerment by UNESCO. 

2) foster a need to preserve and promote 

regional languages and protect India's 
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linguistic diversity.  

 

11. Description of the 

Program/activity/event 

Renowned linguist Prof. Anvita Abbi 

delivered a thought-provoking lecture on 

“Endangered Languages of India: An 

Assessment by UNESCO” at DCT’s Dhempe 

College of Arts and Science on 22nd January 

2025. The lecture was held as part of the 

Visiting Research Professors Programme 

under B.B. Borkar Chair Professor in 

Comparative Literature. The talk was jointly 

facilitated by the Departments of English and 

Indian Languages of Dhempe College.  

 

Prof. Abbi shed light on the various 

parameters used to measure language 

endangerment, underscoring the need for 

concerted efforts to preserve linguistic 

diversity. Her insights on the role of 

‘language vitality’, the role of ‘contact 

languages’ in multilingual India and a 

focused emphasis on the ‘attitude’ of 

speakers in keeping a language functional 

engendered fruitful interactions with the 

student community and general public 

attending the lecture.  

 

The Director of VRPP, Dr. Prakash 

Parienkar, Principal of Dhempe College, 

Prof. P.S. Ramu Murthy, Dean of the Shenoi 

Goembab School of Languages and 

Literature, Prof. Anuradha Wagle, Vice-

Principal of Dhempe College, Dr. Swati 

Pawar, Head of the Department of Indian 

Languages, Dr. Vaishali Naik and 
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Coordinator of the session, Mrs. Anju 

Sakhardande were the other dignitaries 

present for the event. 150 attendees benefitted 

from the talk. 

 

12. Benefit/Key outcomes of the 

Program/activity/event 

The key outcomes of the event were: 

1) increased awareness among attendees, 

particularly students about their role in 

language preservation and 

development. 

2) provision of paradigms for further 

research/academic inquiry into India's 

multilingual framework, language 

functionality and endangerment 

criteria. 

  

13. Enclosures with report Photos, Attendance of participants, Bio Data 

of resource person.  
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Bio Data 

Prof. Anvita Abbi 

A Ph. D. from Cornell University, N.Y., USA, Anvita Abbi is a rigorous researcher, a 

highly respected teacher and guide, a successful administrator, and a distinguished 

academic from Jawaharlal Nehru University where she taught for four decades. 

Maintaining the noblest traditions of academia, she combines her scholarship with 

effortless humility and kindness. She is undoubtedly one of the world’s most 

distinguished researchers on minority languages. In the case of the vast Indian sub-

continent, she may be the only one who has conducted first-hand field research on all 

the six families of languages spoken here. She identified a new language family of India, 

i.e., the Great Andamanese. Her research was corroborated by population genetics. The 

Government of India recognized her pioneering work in the form of bestowing upon 

her the Padma Shri in 2013. Her Manual of Linguistic Fieldwork and the Structures of 

Indian Languages (Lincom Europa, Germany, 2001) is a prominent reference book 

consulted the world over by linguists working on the languages of South Asia.  

She was awarded one of the most prestigious linguistics awards by the Linguistic 

Society of America USA the Kenneth Hale Award (2015) for her outstanding lifetime 

contributions to the documentation and description of languages of India, with a 

particular note of her extraordinary contributions to the documentation of the Great 

Andamanese language, a moribund language that is a key isolate in understanding the 

peopling of Asia and Oceania. 

It is because of her undeniable stature in the field that she has been invited as a 

Visiting professor and researcher at prestigious institutes in the USA, Germany, UK, 

Canada, and Australia. She has immense experience in field linguistics, language 

documentation, and analysis of ethno-linguistic aspects of language use. Her wide 

experience of working on tribal languages of Jharkhand, Northeast, and Andaman and 

Nicobar makes her a truly rare linguist. Her experience of working with minorities and 

tribals has motivated her to write extensively on language and education policy. She 

served as the UNESCO expert on language issues. At present, she serves on the Expert 

Committee of the UNESCO World Atlas of Languages and is an Adjunct Professor at 

Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada in addition to holding the B. B. Borkar 

Chair for Comparative Literature in Goa University.   
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