GOA UNIVERSITY
Manohar Parrikar School of Law, Governance and Public Policy
Public Administration Programme
Report on First Edition of Policy Manthan 2025

Sustainable Hinterland Tourism Policy of Goa

1. Title of the Event/Activity/program 2nd Edition of Parrikar National Moot Court &
Policy Hackathon

Session |11 - Policy Manthan 2025
On the theme

Sustainable Hinterland Tourism Policy of Goa

2. Date and Time 28" February 2025
10.00 am to 1.30 pm
3. Mode of conduct (Physical/Online) Physical
4. School/ Directorate/ Section Manohar Parrikar School of Law, Governance and
Public Policy
5. Collaborating Agency/School/Directorate Directorate of Higher Education

6. Detail of the Resource Persons (Brief biodata)

Panelist | Dr. Rajiv  Kumar
Chaturvedi

(Associate Professor at
BITS Pilani, Goa
campus)

Panelist II Parag Rangnekar

(Ecologist and
Director, Mrugaya
Xpeditions)

Panelist 111 Mr. Sanjeev Sardesali,
CEO, HANDS on
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HISTORIANS,
Member of Goa
Tourism Board
Panelist IV Ranjita Pai
(Chairperson for Goa
State Commission for
Women)
Panelist V Sanjay Amonkar
(Director General, Goa
Chamber of
Commerce &
Industries)
Moderator Prof. Debasis Pattnaik
(Associate  Professor,
BITS Pilani  Goa
Campus)
7. Number of Faculty attended/participated 15
8. Number of Students 25
who attended/participated
9. No. Of external students/faculty/other 51

participants

10. The objectives of the
Program/activity/event

1. Promoting Sustainable Tourism
Practices:

a. Develop strategiesto minimize the
environmental impact of tourism
activities.

b. Encourage tourism operators and
stakeholders to adopt eco-friendly
practices.

c. Focus on preserving the natural
beauty and biodiversity of Goa's
hinterlands.

2. Empowering Local Communities:

a. Ensurethat local communities are
actively involved in tourism
planning and decision-making.

b. Provide training and resources to
help locals benefit economically
from tourism.

c. Promote community-based
tourism initiatives that highlight
local culture and traditions.

3. Policy Formulation and
Implementation:
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a. ldentify challenges and
opportunities unique to hinterland
tourism in Goa.

b. Draft actionable policy
recommendations to address these
challenges.

c. Collaborate with government
bodies, NGOs, and private
stakeholders to implement these
policies effectively.

4. Cultural and Heritage Preservation:

a. Highlight and protect Goa's
hinterlands' rich cultural and
historical heritage.

b. Promote heritage tourism that
educates visitors about the region’s
history and traditions.

c. Support local artisans and
craftspeople by integrating their
work into the tourism experience.

5. Economic Development:

a. Explore ways to boost the local
economy through sustainable
tourism initiatives.

b. Create job opportunities for local
residents in the tourism sector.

¢. Encourage investments in
infrastructure  that  supports
sustainable tourism.

6. Raising Awareness and Education:

a. Educate tourists about the
importance of responsible and
sustainable travel.

b. Conduct workshops and seminars
for stakeholders on best practices
in sustainable tourism.

¢c. Use media and technology to
spread awareness about the
benefits of sustainable tourism.

7. Balancing Tourism and Conservation:

a. Develop guidelines to ensure that
tourism activities do not harm the
environment.

b. Promote regenerative tourism
practices that restore and enhance
natural ecosystems.

¢. Monitorand evaluate the impact of
tourism on the environment and
make necessary adjustments.

This discussion aimed to create a comprehensive
roadmap for sustainable tourism in Goa's
hinterlands, ensuring that tourism contributes
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positively to the environment, economy, and local
communities.

11. Description of the Program/activity/event

The First Edition of Policy Manthan 2025, held as
part of the 2nd Edition of the Parrikar National
Moot Court & Policy Hackathon 2025, took place
on 28th February 2025, from 10:00 AM to 1:30
PM, at the Biotechnology Seminar Hall, Block E,
Goa University. The event began with a warm
welcome extended by the organizers to the
esteemed panelists and the moderator, setting the
stage for a series of insightful discussions.

The formal inaugural ceremony of the First Edition
of Policy Manthan was conducted between 12:00
PM and 12:35 PM. The ceremony was graced by
Shri. Sadanand Shet Tanavade, Honorable
Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, as the Chief
Guest, and Shri. Bhushan Savaikar, Director of
the Directorate of Higher Education, as the Guest
of Honour. Prominent dignitaries, including Prof.
Sunder Dhuri, Registrar of Goa University, Sr.
Prof. Rajendra Gad, Dean of the Manohar
Parrikar School of Law, Governance and Public
Policy, and Prof. Purva Hegde, Dean of Goa
Business School, were also present on the occasion.

During the inaugural session, the invited dignitaries
delivered addresses that emphasized the
significance of sustainable policy-making and
collective effort. A highlight of the ceremony was
the unveiling of the first published copy of the
‘NITIPRASHASAK’ Newsletter, an initiative of
the Public Administration Program. The session
was seamlessly compared by Dr. Steffi Quintal,
Program Director and Assistant Professor of the
Public Administration Program, while Dr. Sara
Mahima George, Assistant Professor of Public
Administration, concluded the ceremony with a
heartfelt vote of thanks.

This momentous event brought together academia
and policymakers, marking a significant step
forward in fostering meaningful discussions on
policy development and innovation.

The highlights of the panel discussion are as
follows:

1. Dr. Rajiv Kumar Chaturvedi (BITS
Pilani, Goa Campus) highlighted the
ecological sensitivity of the Western
Ghats, cautioning against the potential
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risks of landslides and rising temperatures,
urging that Goa should avoid becoming
another Wayanad.

2. Parag Rangnekar (Ecologist, Mrugaya
Xpeditions) emphasized that hinterland
tourism should prioritize capacity building
and local governance over financial gains.
He advocated for a phased approach with
strict 'NO GO' zones to protect endangered
species and maintain the integrity of local
communities.

3. Mr. Sanjeev Sardesai (CEO, HANDS on
HISTORIANS) warned against the
commercialization of hinterland tourism,
exposing the land to external land mafias.
He stressed the need to rectify the current
tourism policy in alignment with the land's
carrying capacity to preserve Goa's cultural
heritage.

4. Ranjita Pai (Chairperson, Goa State
Commission for Women) underscored the
negative impact of existing tourism
policies on women and called for women's
inclusion in designing and implementing
hinterland tourism policies to ensure
empowerment and safety.

5. Sanjay Amonkar (Director General, Goa
Chamber of Commerce & Industries)
pointed out the failure to position Goa
among the top tourist destinations by 2030,
emphasizing that local villagers should
benefit from hinterland tourism rather than
private players, to bolster local institutions.

Key Themes and Takeaways:

e Thediscussion revealed a consensuson the
need for a sustainable, inclusive, and well-
planned hinterland tourism policy that
protects the environmentand benefits local
communities.

e There was a strong emphasis on involving
local stakeholders and ensuring women’s
participation in the tourism policy
framework.

e The potential threats to the environment
and local culture were highlighted,
necessitating a careful and considerate
approach to tourism development.

Q&A Session Highlights:
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The audience, including students and participants
from various regions, raised pertinent questionson
financial benefits, land-grabbing, corruption, local
stakeholders' involvement, and the potential
ecological impact of hinterland tourism. The
concerns reflected a shared apprehension about
preserving Goa's natural and cultural heritage while
fostering sustainable development.

The panel concluded with a call for more robust and
action-oriented discussions like Policy Manthan,
aiming to craft a hinterland tourism policy that is
equitable, sustainable, and respectful of Goa's
unique ecological and cultural landscape.

12. Benefit/Key outcomes of the
Program/activity/event

The panel discussion on the Sustainable Hinterland
Tourism Policy of Goa yielded several benefits and
outcomes, such as:

1. Enhanced Awareness:

o Increased stakeholder understanding
about the importance of sustainable
tourism in Goa's hinterlands.

o Greater awareness of tourism's
environmental, cultural, and
economic impacts.

2. Policy Recommendations:

o Development of actionable strategies
and policies to promote sustainable
tourism.

o ldentification of challenges and
opportunities specific to hinterland
tourism in Goa.

3. Community Empowerment:

o Encouragement of local community
participation in tourism planning and
decision-making.

o Empowerment of locals through
training and resources to benefit
economically from tourism.

4. Environmental Conservation:

o Promotion of eco-friendly tourism
practices to preserve Goa's natural
beauty and biodiversity.

o Initiatives  to mitigate the
environmental impact of tourism
activities.

5. Economic Growth:Boosting the local
economy through sustainable tourism
initiatives.
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o Crcation of job opportunitics and
support for local busincsscs and
artisans,

6. Cultural Preservation:

o Protection and promotion of Goa's
rich  cultural and historical
heritage.

o Integration of local traditions and
crafts into the tourism experience.

7. Collaborative Efforts:

o Strengthened collaboration
between  government  bodies,
NGOs, private stakcholders, and
local communities.

o Establishment of partnerships to
implement sustainable tourism
practices effectively.

8. Tourism Innovation:

o Introduction of innovative tourism
models, such as community-based
and regenerative tourism.

o Exploration of new tourism
opportunities that align with
sustainability goals.

These outcomes aim to create a balanced approach
to tourism that benefits the environment, cconomy,
and local communitics while preserving Goa's
unique identity.

Flyer, Invitations, Photos, Report, Attendance

Signature:

Name of Coordinator:
Sanskruti Ayir :
Assistant Professor, MPSLGPP" -

Signature;

%[”ﬂa/

Professor Rajendra S. Gad
Dean, MPSLGPP
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Goa University
Manohar Parrikar School of Law, Governance and Public Policy
Report on First Edition of Policy Manthan 2025

Sustainable Hinterland Tourism Policy of Goa

The First Edition of Policy Manthan 2025, an integral part of the 2nd Edition of Parrikar
National Moot Court & Policy Hackathon 2025, took place on 28th February 2025 at the
Biotechnology Seminar Hall, Block E, Goa University. The event, held from 10:00 AM to 1:30
PM, was a platform that brought together policymakers, scholars, and industry leaders to engage
in critical discussions about sustainable hinterland tourism policy for Goa. The day began with the
organizers welcoming the esteemed panelists and the moderator, setting the tone for an insightful
session that explored various dimensions of sustainable tourism.

The formal inauguration of the First Edition of Policy Manthan commenced at noon and concluded
at 12:35 PM. The session was graced by the presence of Shri. Sadanand Shet Tanavade,
Honorable Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, who was the chief guest for the occasion. Shri.
Bhushan Savaikar, Director of the Directorate of Higher Education, attended as the guest of
honor. Other prominent dignitaries included Prof. Sunder Dhuri, Registrar of Goa University,
Sr. Prof. Rajendra Gad, Dean of the Manohar Parrikar School of Law, Governance and Public
Policy, and Prof. Purva Hegde, Dean of Goa Business School. During the inauguration, the
dignitaries shared their insights and emphasized the importance of formulating sustainable policies
for the future. A highlight of the session was the unveiling of the first published copy of the
‘NITIPRASHASAK”’ Newsletter, a significant milestone for the Public Administration Program.
The session was skillfully compared by Dr. Steffi Quintal, Program Director and Assistant
Professor of the Public Administration Program, while Dr. Sara Mahima George, Assistant
Professor of Public Administration, delivered a heartfelt vote of thanks. Assistant Professor Ms.
Sanskruti Ayir coordinated the First edition of Policy Manthan. A total number of 91 participants
registered and attended the event.

The panel discussion, which followed, focused on key aspects of sustainable hinterland tourism
policy. Dr. Rajiv Kumar Chaturvedi from BITS Pilani, Goa Campus, underscored the ecological
sensitivity of the Western Ghats and warned against the risks of landslides and rising temperatures.
He stressed that Goa must avoid replicating the environmental challenges faced by Wayanad.
Parag Rangnekar, an ecologist from Mrugaya Xpeditions, emphasized the need to prioritize
capacity building and local governance in hinterland tourism. He proposed a phased approach with
clearly defined "NO GO" zones to protect endangered species and maintain community integrity.
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Furthering the discourse, Mr. Sanjeev Sardesai, CEO of HANDS on HISTORIANS, cautioned
against the dangers of over-commercializing hinterland tourism, which could expose the region to
external land mafias. He called for a recalibration of tourism policies to align with the land’s
carrying capacity, ensuring that Goa's cultural heritage is preserved. Ranjita Pai, Chairperson of
the Goa State Commission for Women, highlighted the adverse impacts of current tourism policies
on women and advocated for their active inclusion in policy design and implementation to ensure
empowerment and safety. Sanjay Amonkar, Director General of the Goa Chamber of Commerce
& Industries, criticized the state’s failure to position Goa among the top tourist destinations by
2030 and stressed the importance of ensuring that local villagers benefit from hinterland tourism,
rather than private players. He argued that empowering local institutions should be a priority.

The discussion revealed a shared consensus on the importance of a sustainable, inclusive, and
carefully planned tourism policy that safeguards the environment and benefits local communities.
There was strong advocacy for involving local stakeholders in policy formulation and ensuring
women's voice in the tourism framework. The ecological and cultural threats posed by
unsustainable tourism were repeatedly highlighted, emphasizing the need for a thoughtful and
considerate approach to development.

An engaging Q&A session followed, during which the audience, composed of students and
participants from diverse regions, raised pertinent questions about financial benefits, land-
grabbing, corruption, local stakeholders' involvement, and hinterland tourism's ecological impact.
These questions reflected a collective concern for preserving Goa's natural and cultural heritage
while fostering sustainable economic development.

The event concluded with a call for more robust and action-oriented discussions like Policy
Manthan, which aims to shape equitable, sustainable, and respectful tourism policies for Goa's
hinterlands. The discussion outcomes included heightened awareness among stakeholders
regarding sustainable tourism, actionable policy recommendations, and strengthened collaboration
between government bodies, NGOs, private stakeholders, and local communities. Empowerment
of local stakeholders, especially women, was emphasized as a key goal, along with eco-friendly
initiatives to conserve the environment and promote economic growth. Policy Manthan 2025
marked a significant step forward in fostering dialogue and action toward a balanced and inclusive
approach to tourism in Goa.
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Const tution

GOA UNIVERSITY
Manohar Parrikar School of Law,
Governance and Public Policy
Sponsored by
Directorate of Higher education

2nd Edition of Parrikar
National hgoot Court
Policy Hackathon

“CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF ADOPTION OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION"

28th February 2025
Time: 10:00 am- 11:30 am
Venue: Biotech Seminar Hall, Block E, School of Chemical Sciences, Goa University

PoLiCY MANTHAN
Sustainable Hinterland Tourism Policy of Goa
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SECOND PARRIKAR NATIONAL MOOT COURT AND POLICY HACKATHON 2025
REGISTRATION SHEET

POLICY MANTHAN 28" FEBRUARY 2025
ock E, School of Chemical Sciences, Goa University
Time: - 11.30 pm to 1.30 pm

Venue: Biotechnology Seminar Hall, Bl
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